Huddle Tests – Rhona Byrne
th
th
11 September – 7 November 2015
Curator: Rayne Booth
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios presents a solo exhibition by
Irish artist Rhona Byrne. ‘Huddle Tests’ transforms the
gallery into a testing ground for the exploration of social
relations, group dynamics and associated anxieties. The
installation, including sculpture, drawing and wearables,
reflects on the desires and tensions experienced between
private thought and public behaviour, feelings of isolation
and belonging, connectivity and relating, distraction and
attending and the fragile state between comfort and
discomfort.
As part of this new project, Rhona Byrne presents
‘Huddlewear’ - a series of wearable artworks/ social clothing
developed by the artist during an artist’s residency at
Facebook HQ Dublin. The exhibition invites and encourages
visitors to wear and inhabit Huddlewear and to explore the
intimacy and complexities of connection in real time. The
interconnected designs of the garments can be worn by
pairs and groups and aim to explore the wearer’s sense of
self and vulnerability during moments of interaction and
gathering. By inviting participation and reflection the
‘Huddle tests’ exhibition involves a series of events and
activities as well as an open invite for ‘group work’ for the
duration of the exhibition. #huddlewear

Rhona Byrne lives and works in
Dublin, Ireland. Rhona makes
sculptural objects and spatial
environments combining sculpture, performance and
processes of participation that explore a negotiation of
object, place and social practice. Recent selected projects
and exhibitions include, Facebook Air program, Dublin; On
that Note, Heart of Glass, Liverpool; Uillinn,
Skibbereen, Moving Thresholds, National Gallery of Ireland;
Verksmi∂jan, Hjalteyri, Iceland; Cowper Care home,
Dublin; Its All up in the Air, Norfolk and Norwich Arts
Festival, Uk; Bolthole, Open Studio, Tate Modern and Tate
Britain, IMMA
www.rhonabyrne.com
Writing Commission
Sara Baume’s latest Essay on Gavin Wade’s ‘Display Show’
Exhibition, is published and can now be downloaded via this
link at templebargallery.com. You can also hear Sara reading
her essay on the TBG+S Soundcloud page.
Sara Baume’s, third essay in her series, on Rhona Byrne’s
Huddle Tests will be published on-line and broadcast on RTE
at some point during the exhibition.
Vaari Claffey, curator of ‘Magnetism’, Hazelwood House,
Sligo, has written an essay ‘Going out of our way’ in
response to Rhona Byrne’s ‘Huddle Tests’.

Dublin Gallery Weekend at
TBG+S
Saturday 12th September
11am-8pm
Sunday 13th September
12-6pm
Admission is free.
On the event of Dublin
Gallery Weekend, Temple
Bar Gallery + Studios
opened its doors for an
extended period. The Gallery was open to the public on
Saturday 12th September from 11am to 8pm and on Sunday
13th September from 12pm to 6pm with the solo exhibition
‘Huddle Tests’ by Irish artist Rhona Byrne.
There were 2 Free Walking Tours that included a visit to
TBG+S as part of Dublin Gallery Weekend at 3pm on
th
th
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 September.
www.templebargallery.com/events/event/dublin-galleryweekend-temple-bar-tour
In September, Dublin Gallery Map launched the first
ever Dublin Gallery Weekend, a new visual arts festival which

took place in Dublin from Friday 11th to Sunday 13th
September 2015. Dublin Gallery Weekend is supported by
Fáilte Ireland, Dublin City Council and Temple Bar Gallery +
Studios.
Over one weekend, contemporary art galleries across the
city were open to all and invited visitors old and new to
experience the fantastic art on offer in Dublin art galleries. A
series of special events, including exhibition openings, artist
and curator talks, walking tours, late openings and
workshops took place over the weekend, and almost
everything was free of charge.
The wide range of events and exhibitions for all ages took
place across Dublin city in galleries such as IMMA, TBG+S,
Nag Gallery, Science Gallery, Douglas Hyde, RHA, Project
Arts Centre, NCAD and many more, featuring a range of Irish
and international artists. Walking tours showcased the
cultural delights of areas such as Trinity, Parnell Square,
Monto, The Coombe, St. Stephens Green and Temple B

'Relatively Speaking'
th
Thursday 24 September 1pm, Free Event, All welcome
Four of Dublin’s city centre contemporary art galleries –
Project Arts Centre, The Douglas Hyde Gallery, Temple Bar
Gallery + Studios and The Library Project – are joining
forces to offer a guided walking tour that takes place across
these venues.
The tours introduce their current exhibitions to those who
might not be so familiar with contemporary art and offer an
interesting insight into the work for those who are.
The tour began at The Douglas Hyde Gallery, with an
introduction to new exhibitions by Luigi Ghirri and Aleana
Egan. The next stop was Temple Bar Gallery + Studios, and a
guided tour of Rhona Byrne’s Huddle tests
Then to The Library Project for a tour of U-Turn
The tour ended at Project Arts Centre, with a guided
viewing of exhibition of work by Belgian artist David
Claerbout

Weekend. The opening night was sponsored by Guinnness
and also coincided with events at the RHA and IMMA as
part of Dublin Gallery Weekend.

Culture Night
th
Friday 18 September
6-10pm
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios
was very active on the event
of Culture Night 2015.
The Gallery was open
to the public until 10pm
with the current
exhibition Huddle tests,
by Irish artist Rhona Byrne.
Admission was free.
Guided Tours of Artists' Studios for Culture Night
Guided tours of the 30 artists' studios began every half hour
from 6pm-9pm on Friday 18th September.
This was a great opportunity for the public to meet and visit
the studios of some of Ireland’s most interesting
emerging and established artists. TBG+S Studio Artists
including Ramon Kassam, Paul Coleman, Kevin Cosgrove,
Vanessa Donoso López, Aurélien Froment and Robert
Armstrong opened their studios to the public for this series
of guided tours.
Ramon Kassam
introducing
visitors to his
work in Studio 4

th

Thursday 20 August, 1pm, Free event, All welcome
Beginning at the Douglas Hyde Gallery, the tour introduced
people to new exhibitions by Luigi Ghirri and Aleana Egan.
Visitors were then be guided to the next venue, TBG+S,
where Programme Curator Rayne Booth gave an
introduction to the group exhibition Display Show guest
curated by Gavin Wade (with Celine Condorelli). Finally, the
tour ended at Project Arts Centre, where visitors were
guided through the exhibition of work by Belgian artist David
Claerbout. The whole tour was about 60 minutes (approx.),
with 15-20 minute tours taking place in each gallery.
‘Huddle Tests’ Exhibition Opening
th
Friday 11 September, 6-9pm
This interactive, playful exhibition drew a large crowd of
interested participators on the first night of Dublin Gallery

Aurélien
Froment giving
visitors an
insight into his
Artistic Practice
in Studio 15

Studio Seminars

Studio Seminars at TBG+S are events in which member
studio artists talk about their work in the familiar settings of
TBG+S studios. These events offer an opportunity for visitors
to get a deeper understanding of how particular artists work
and what interests and motivates them.

Artist’s Screening – Hanna Husberg ‘The Free Sea’
th
Wednesday 26 August, 6pm
Studio 6, Free Entry. All welcome
As part of Artist Screen Series Finnish Artist and HIAP/TBG+S
Residency recipient Hanna Husberg presented 'The Free
Sea', a film by Hanna and Laura McLean. Hanna also
discussed her recent work and practice, followed by a short
questions and answers session.
'The Free Sea' explores the Maldives as a state constituted
and unbound by the cultural, political, economic, and
material flows of late capitalism and anthropogenic climate
change.
As plans are proposed for the future resettlement of a
diaspora without homeland, 'The Free Sea' traces
consequences of this crisis, considering potential positions
for new human beings subject to a complex of technological
and legal systems, but afforded rights by none.
The film emerges from the Contingent Movements Archive,
a research project initiated for the inaugural Maldives
Pavilion at the 55th Venice Biennale, and further developed
for ‘Adapting in the Anthropocene’ at UNESCO, Paris.
A lively discussion followed the film, with a questions and
answers session between Rayne Booth and Hanna Husberg
and open to the audience.
Upcoming Artists’ Studio Event
th
Jennifer Redmond, Studio 25 – Tuesday 29 6.30pm
Free entry, all welcome
Artist Jennifer Redmond will give visitors an insight into her
artistic practice and her 1 month residency at TBG+S.
Jennifer is interested in the process of transition from a
Post Capitalist culture to a more sustainable way of living,
the growing power of information, in technological systems
and language of their conveyance. She looks at
collaborative production that does not bow to market
forces, in parallel currencies, cooperatives, and new forms
of ownership, and at the shedding of selfhood where
animal natural and human traits are interlaced in a social

form. The Open Studio + Artist Presentation is a direct
response to the above
concerns.
Upcoming Exhibitions
Dublin Art Book Fair
2015
19th-22nd Nov 2015
Preview on the
evening of Wed 18th
Nov
Temple Bar Gallery +
Studios are delighted
to present the fifth
edition of the Dublin
Art Book Fair. This
year the Fair is being
supported by Temple
Bar Company and the
City Council under a
new programme VIEW – which sees the start of an arts and
politics weekend in Temple Bar, encouraging a relook at the
cultural roots of the area. It is also supported by Irish Year of
Design. This support has enabled us to commission Sophie
Behal, (who curated the Fair as part of an internship here in
2014) to curate for us once again, in an independent
capacity.
The Dublin Art Book Fair will offer the latest art,
photography and related books published in Ireland and
internationally by small arthouses and self-publishers. It
aims to offer a succinct snapshot of contemporary art
publishing and book design worldwide.
Running for the past four years, the fair features a range of
publications from invited publishers and publishing houses,
as well as an open submission artist’s books area. In addition
to offering books from over 50 international publishers the
fair will boast a comprehensive collection of international
zines in a dedicated zines area. Last year’s Fair was attended
by over 3,000 people in 3 days. This year’s Fair will take
place over 4 days in Temple Bar Gallery + Studios.
We will run an extensive series of ancillary events alongside
the Fair to include a specially commissioned wall piece by
artist Miranda Blennerhassett, artists’ talks, workshops,
book launches, a book design panel discussion, a Pop-up
Café and collaborations with local practitioners.
As part of the year of Irish Design 2015 we will be putting a
particular emphasis on integrating design and craft as a
significant component of the fair. The fair this year will run
as part of VIEW-Temple Bar Arts and Politics Weekend. We
plan a talk by academic Linda King who has written
extensively on Design History, Material and Visual Culture.

Arts + Politics Weekend
th
nd
19 November – 22 November
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios is participating in this weekend,
alongside neighbouring organisations the ARC, IFI, Gallery of
Photography, Library Project, Blackchurch Print Studios,
Contemporary Music Centre, Irish Architecture Foundation,
the Chester Beatty Library. The weekend aims to showcase
the great art happening within this cultural and artistic hub,
as the leading cultural quarter of the city. Noel Dempsey will
curate the programme for the Politics Festival, utilising
venues within Temple Bar, including TBG+S. Contemporary
Music Centre is hosting one of its site-based concerts in our
Atrium. Our featured programme is the Dublin Art Book Fair,
curated by Sophie Behal – see above.
Stoneymollan Trail - Charlotte Prodger
04 December - 06 February 2016
Curator: Linsey Young
For her first solo exhibition in Ireland at TBG+S, guest
curated by Linsey Young, Charlotte Prodger will present her
recent Margaret Tait award winning work, Stoneymollan
Trail. This feature length single-screen video revolves around
the idea of screens and how they measure and mediate
subjectivity, and
comprises material from multiple formats that includes an
archive of MiniDV tapes that Prodger shot between 1999
and 2004, ripped YouTube video, recent footage shot on her
iPhone and HD camera, and screenprinted graphic forms.
www.templebargallery.com/gallery/exhibition/stoneymollentrail

th

The Irish Times, Aidan Dunne, Display Show, 15 July 2015
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/art-and-design/visualart/grand-gestures-and-a-forbidding-landscape-visual-artround-up-1.2280761
th

LeCool, Kate Coleman, Display Show, 9 July 2015
http://dublin.lecool.com/event/display-show/
Frameweb.com – Display Show questions the process of art
presentation. By Carmel McNamara
th
August 19 2015
www.frameweb.com/news/display-show-questions-theprocess-of-art-presentation
Totally Dublin August 2015 edition #131
Arts Desk: Display Show words: Aidan Wall
totallydublin.ie/arts-culture/arts-culture-features/arts-desk-

display-show
th

The Irish Times Review Tuesday April 28
Aidan Dunne
‘Visual Art round-up: Back to the DeLorean, and on to the
future’
www.irishtimes.com/culture/art-and-design/visualart/visual-art-round-up-back-to-the-delorean-and-on-to-thefuture-1.2190546
th

Billion Journal ‘Stranger than History’ 24 April 2015
James Merrigan
Aoibheann Greenan DMC 'The Dunmurray May-Day
Conspiracy' review
http://www.billionjournal.com/time/Aoibheann_Greenan_T
BG+S.html
th

The Sunday Times – Engine of Inspiration May 24 2015 by
Pavel Barter
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/ireland/article1
558701.ece
The National Wax Museum Blog Posted by Dorottya
http://blog.waxmuseumplus.ie/2015/07/17/5-dublinweekend-events-july-17th-19th/
CultureFox.tv Vimeo.com – Gavin Wade Display Show
Published July 21st
vimeo.com/134096688
Pure M Issue 7 2015, p.33, Anita Byrne
Aoibheann Greenan DMC 'The Dunmurray May-Day
Conspiracy' review
http://issuu.com/puremmagazine/docs/puremissue7

Studio 6 OPEN
Studio 6 Open is available to small interest groups to host
public events that promote education and learning around
contemporary art. The following groups are currently using
this facility, and gain free use of the space and connection to
TBG+S. ‘Drawing Club’ – led by Mairead O’hEocha and
Alison Pilkington; ‘Experimental Film Club’ led by Iranian
Rouzbeh Rashidi. Critical Forum LUX Dublin and Teresa
Gillespie and Karl Burke’s ‘ Sound Art Club’
Studio 27
Studio 27 is available to Arts Collectives and Alumni for use
as a project office space.
It has been used by curator, Vaari Claffey to support her
developing a major exhibition in Sligo, Magnetism from June
to September 2015.

1 Year Project Studios
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios is now accepting applications
for Project Studios. The closing date for receipt of
applications is Friday 16th October 2015 at 5.30pm.
Project Studios are generally awarded to artists at an earlier
point in their career, who demonstrate talent and potential.

Project Studios are awarded for one year in duration and do
not confer company membership on the awardee.

TBG+S/Art & Process (MA:AP) Graduate Residency Award
2015
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios and Art & Process (MA),
Crawford College of Art and Design CIT are delighted to
announce that Jennifer Redmond is this year’s
recipient of the TBG+S/MA:AP Graduate Residency Award
2015. This month-long residency allows one selected artist
to work from a studio at TBG+S and it is aimed specifically
at artists who have graduated from MA:AP in the last 3
years.
The residency aims to assist artists who have been based in
Cork to spend a focused period of time living and working in
Dublin, developing their practice further and creating new
networks and connections at this crucial point in
their careers. The recipient receives a free studio at TBG+S
for the duration of 1 month (September 2015).
The residency will culminate in a public studio event at the
end of September 2015.
Sponsors visit to Graduate Artist Awardee
Hannah Fitz Studio 16
The Corporate Sponsors for the Graduate Artist Residency
visited awardee Hannah Fitz in Studio 16, where they were
introduced to her work and enjoyed refreshments
afterwards in the Atrium. Afterwards, in an exceptional
gesture of kindness, they delivered to Hannah a new top of
the range Apple Mac Lap Top.

Supporters Club Talks series presents four speakers on the
theme of ‘production, practice, ideas’.
This year will see a fantastic line-up of Supporters Club
Talks with four special guest speakers: Mick Wilson
(Researcher, Valand Academy), Mark O'Kelly (TBG+S Studio
Artist), Patrick Kellier (Filmmaker) and Polly Staple (TBC)
(Director, Chisenhale Gallery).

Supporters’ Club Talk : Mick Wilson
‘Exhibition / non-Exhibition:
The question of artist-led culture, public-ness and publicity’.
Tuesday 28th July 2015, Studio 6, 6pm
Mick Wilson gave the first Supporters’ Club Talk this Season,
giving an insight into the history and evolution of Exhibition
and considering questions on future directions of Artistic
Practice and culture. There is an audio extract from this talk,
‘Mick Wilson – Extract 1 - White Cube’ now published the
TBG+S Youtube Channel.
Upcoming Supporters Club Talks
The next Supporters’ Club Talk will be in October/November
with Artist, Mark O’Kelly discussing his artistic practice and
time at TBG+S.

The Design Feasibility is underway. Both a physical survey
(conditions report) and digital surveys have been carried
out. The architects presented a Model of the Building to
begin the conversation around priorities for TBG+S and
generate ideas. The main discussions are around the Atrium
Space, and, chiefly where the best entrance to the building
can be. A second meeting will be held with a working team
th
– Robert Armstrong, Rayne, Anne and Cliodhna on 17
September, focusing in further on design details. Currently
in consideration is moving the gallery and studios entrance
to the large door on Fownes Street, to enable a
social/reception space before entering the gallery, and which
will serve a dual purpose of artists’ entrance/public entrance
to gallery/building. Other ideas to interrogate further is the
inclusion of a kitchen at top floor level in Studio 27; the
swopping of studio 6 for a ground floor studio; the inclusion
of a residential studio within the building.
The Buildings on Wellington Quay – these are in ownership
of Temple Bar Properties, but have a long lease with an
individual landlord. TBG+S needs to consider the feasibility
of this space – its affordability and practical use - in line with
the current review of Temple Bar Cultural Trust, ownership
of cultural properties in the city and the city’s overall vision.

Trinity Creative Challenge – TBG+S is delighted to announce
that we have been awarded €5,000 towards a new film
work by Declan Clarke for 2016’s Gallery Programme. This
project was one of five awards made by Trinity.

